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grace be not received, if the participants
do not open themselves to it by their wish
for the union of their whole natures, the
Sacrament for them loses its beneficent
properties, and becomes a mere form.

But Marriage has a yet deeper meaning;
religions with one voice have proclaimed it
to be the image on earth of the union
between the earthly and the heavenly, the
union between God and man. And even
then its significance is not exhausted, for
it is the image of the relation between
Spirit and Matter, between the Trinity
and the Universe. So deep, so far-
reaching, is the meaning of the joining
of man and woman in Marriage.

Herein the man stands as representing
the Spirit, the Trinity of Life, and the
woman as representing the Matter, the
Trinity of formative material. One gives
life, the other receives and nourishes it.
They are complementary to each other,
two inseparable halves of one whole,
neither existing apart from the other. As
Spirit implies Matter and Matter Spirit,
so husband implies wife and wife husband.
As the abstract Existence manifests in